STUDY ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ACHIEVING THE SUSTAINNABLE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS UTILIZING SOCIAL CAPITAL
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Abstract: A rapidly dwindling and aging population is currently sapping the vigor of many rural areas.  Residents in such rural areas pay exorbitant economic and temporal costs to receive urban services that are unavailable in their own regions due to inadequate conditions for sustenance.  Presently, research on social capital in the context of depopulation is in full swing because social capital has the advantage of affecting the economy from outside the market mechanism.  This research aims to analyze the transformation of human networks in Nakagawa Town, Hokkaido, and Ooma Town, Aomori Prefecture, and examine the possibility of entrepreneurial community development in rural areas.

